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EMBARGO 11am, WEDNESDAY 25 MAY, 2016

Spread the message with the Coins of Hope!
The International Day of Missing Children
On May 25, 1979, six-year-old Etan Patz disappeared without trace in New York. Exactly four years later, the Day of the Missing Children was launched in the United States. In 1998 it spread around the world to become an international day with dozens of countries participating. It a day of hope and solidarity for all missing children and their loved ones, wherever they are in the world. This year, the International Day of Missing Children will be organised in Belgium for the 15th time – and it has led to an exceptional initiative.
For the first time anywhere in the world, a missing child will be depicted on a regular coin.
On May 25, the Royal Mint in Brussels struck a special coin. The €2 coin will depict the face of a missing child: Liam Vanden Branden, who disappeared 20 years ago this month when he was just two years old. As the youngest child that remains missing in Belgium, he is a symbol for all missing children.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Of course, it is a special honour that Liam was chosen,” said Liam’s parents, Daniëlle Huysmans and Dirk Vanden Branden, “and it might help our case move forward. However, we should remember that it represents all the missing children in the world, and will hopefully encourage everyone to look for them.”
The Belgian National Bank will be circulating one million €2 coins as a normal means of payment, just like a regular €2 coin. The intention is that anyone who spends or receives one of these special coins will have the chance to reflect on the fate of all missing children – now and in the future. That is why we call them the Coins of Hope.
Social media campaign
The coins are also circulating on social media. Child Focus has invited the general public to post pictures (on Twitter, Instagram, …) with the hashtag #CoinsofHope each time the coins change hands. The campaign site (www.coinsofhope.be) will display the locations of these changeovers, showing how the currency spreads throughout Belgium and Europe.
Even if you can’t get your hands on the real currency, it is still possible to share: a special tool on the campaign website lets you change any photo containing a coin into a photo with a Coin of Hope.
Child Focus hopes that this campaign will encourage millions of people, in our country and beyond, to spend a moment considering the fate of missing children and their families each time they find a Coin of Hope in their pocket or come across one on a social networking site. Because, who knows, one of these people could be the crucial witness, a donor or a volunteer that helps to bring a missing child home in the future.
Where can you find the Coins of Hope?
The one million Coins of Hope are being used as a normal means of payment, with the initial distribution happening mostly via the large supermarket chains in Belgium. If you are impatient to own your own Coin of Hope, the coins can be purchased via the Belgian Royal Mint webshop for a small additional charge: http://2200600.mijnwinkel.nl/webshop/. 
Companies and organisations working together
The campaign was a pro-bono project by These Days Wunderman. Ricoh helped with the print work free of charge, as did Finn with PR activities. Mediacom negotiated with newspapers, magazines, radio stations and TV channels to receive free publicity. Our special thanks go to the Belgian Royal Mint, the Finance Minister and his cabinet, and the Belgian National Lottery (Nationale Loterij). Our appreciation goes to the hundreds of Child Focus volunteers spread campaign material across the country and to Child Focus’s numerous poster-partners who promoted the campaign. 
#CoinsofHope 
www.CoinsofHope.be
www.childfocus.be
https://www.facebook.com/ChildFocusBelgium/ 
Campaign advertisements and rough image material can be found on https://coinsofhope.eu/en/press from May 25.

More information: Spokespeople Dirk Depover 0476/95 95 04 and Maryse Rolland 0479/30 30 21.
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